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Feature Topics

= A symposia on EU Foreign Policy: Progress and Challenges

On the afternoon of May 11th 2017, the book launch ceremony for the Chinese version of the book
The EU’ s Foreign Policies and the discussion meeting for “EU Foreign Policy: Progress and Challenges”
was held in the Building of Social Sciences of the Fudan University. This book launch ceremony was
jointly sponsored by the Shanghai Institute for European Studies (SIES), the School of International
Relations and Public Affairs and the Center for China-Europe Relations, Fudan University, the Shanghai
International Studies University, and the Shanghai People’ s Publishing House Co. Ltd. SIES vice president
Chen Zhimin presided this ceremony. He is also the Jean Monet Chair Professor and the dean of the School
of International Relations and Public affairs of Fudan University, and assistant to the president of the Fudan
University. Prof. Stephan Keukeleire, the Jean Monet Chair Professor of the Catholic Leuven University of
Belgium, author of the book The EU’ s Foreign Policies, made a keynote speech on the ceremony. This
ceremony and the discussion meeting were also attended by Dr. Cao Ziheng, Dr. Jian Junbo, Prof. Liu
Hongsong, Ms. Pan Danrong, Prof. Song Lilei, Ms. Wang Shichen, Prof. Xin Hua, Dr. Yang Haifeng, Prof.
Ye Jiang, and Dr. Zhang Ji, and other Shanghai scholars and professors of European studies.

The translation and publishing of the Chinese version of the book The EU’ s Foreign Policies were
financed by the Jean Monet Professor Program of the European Commission and supported by the SIES
and the Fudan University. This book has been listed as the 15th book in the Series of Books of “European
Union and the World”  published by the Shanghai People’ s Publishing House. This book explores the
European Union’ s foreign policies from a broad perspective, discussing a whole spectrum of relevant
policy issues, including European Common Foreign and Security Policy (CFSP), European Common
Security and Defense Policy (CSDP), European Union’ s external policies (such as trade, development, and
humanitarian aid), the internal dimensions of its external policies (such as its foreign policies related to
energy, environment, and immigration). In the field of EU ’ s foreign relations, this book takes a
concentrated discussion on EU’ s relations with its neighboring countries, the United States, China, Russia,
and other newly emerging countries, as well as its relations with major international organizations. This
book also explains the multiple dimensions, means, and levels of the EU’ s foreign policies, and introduces
a framework of “structural foreign policy and relational foreign policy” to analyze substantial issues, with
a focus on the latest development of EU’ s foreign policies after the Lisbon Treaty took into effect.

Prof. Keukeleire made a speech on the ceremony, explaining the nature of the EU’ s foreign policies,
differentiating the relational foreign policy from the structural foreign policy, and introducing the influence
of several general elections of major EU member states on EU’ s foreign policies. He argued that we need
to notice three points for understanding the EU foreign policy: 1. The European integration itself is a
remarkable diplomatic success. 2. The EU member states have not transferred to the EU level all of the
power of foreign policymaking. 3. It is impossible for the UK to completely cut itself off from the EU even
after the full effectuation of Brexit. He made a point that the EU’ s structural foreign policies were
challenged and frustrated by the hard power and competitive powers in its neighboring areas, whereas
China’ s foreign policy model and its policy of AIIB got a big success. He further argued that Brexit is not a
bad thing towards the EU’ s defense policy. In his point of view, Macron cannot afford to neglect Le Pen’
s force after his inauguration, and EU cannot afford to neglect similar forces in the Europe.

Prof. Chen Zhimin thought that the European Union is still an important power in the international
community, and it has a resilience for recovery. Brexit might be a harm to EU, but on the other hand it
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becomes easier for EU to promote its integration further. He argued that substantial changes have already
taken place in the internal and external environments of the Europe during the period from EU~ s
formulation of European Security Strategy in 2003 to its issue of global strategy in 2016. The unilateral
actions and policies taken by some EU member states should be regarded as irresponsible activities to the
EU as a whole. Now the EU is faced with internal and external crisis and it needs to handle all these crises
with great caution. Therefore EU is formulating a series of new plans for strengthening its external
influence. Prof. Chen Zhimin pointed out that the EU still is very important to China, and it is necessary for
China learn the merits of EU. He thought that China should be moderate and conscientious when it is
dealing with complex foreign relations. Particularly, he maintained that China should take an effort to
understand the perspectives and inner thoughts of EU during the process of carrying forward the “One Belt
One Road” initiative.

Other scholars also presented their opinions and viewpoints on the discussion meeting.

(all these opinions mentioned above are summarized from the record of the meeting and unconfirmed

by speakers themselves. Yang Haifeng)

= Reform Might Be the Only Viable Path for the European Integration

On May 18th, 2017, the symposium on “the Future of the European Integration” was held in Tongji
University. This symposium was jointly sponsored and organized by the Center for German Studies and the
Center for European Studies of Tongji University, and Shanghai Institute for European Studies (SIES).
Focusing on the possible directions of the European integration in future, the participants of this
symposium made discussions and exchanged their ideas on the issues related to the trends of the European
Union, elaborating and debating their opinions from a variety of perspectives, such as the strategic pattern
of the whole world, the “Multi-Speed” Europe, the Brexit, the monetary integration of Eurozone, the
influence of the United States, and the France-Germany axis.

The scholars on this symposium argued that the European Union is not the entirety of the European
integration, but merely its “representative image”. The European integration is a dynamic and continuously
developing process. This process will not be blocked by the Brexit. Nor will it be moving forward as people
had imagined in the past. The only practicable path for the future of Europe should be a process of
European integration adapted to the trends of globalization, and the only viable path for European
integration should be a reform.

The participants of this symposium included: Mr. CUI Hongjian from China Institute of International
Studies (CIIS), Mr. TIAN Dewen and Ms. YANG Xiepu from Chinese Academy of Social Sciences
(CASS), Prof. XU Mingqi and Prof. WU Yikang from Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences (SASS), Prof.
YE Jiang from Shanghai Institute of International Studies (SIIS), Prof. ZHENG Chunrong and Prof. ZHU
Miaomiao from Tongji University, Prof. ZHANG Yongan and Prof. SHI Shijun from the Shanghai
University of International Business and Economics, Prof. HE Qisong from the Shanghai Normal
University, Prof. JIAN Junbo from Fudan University, Prof. XIN Hua from the Shanghai International
Studies University (SISU), Dr. CAO Ziheng and Dr. YANG Haifeng from Shanghai Institute for European
Studies (SIES), and some journalists from the Jiefang Daily and the Paper. Altogether there were over 20

participants taking part in this symposium.

= President XU Mingqi met German Guest

On May 18th, President XU Mingqi of the Shanghai Institute for European Studies (SIES) met Mr.
Friedrich Kurz, senior consultant of the German consultancy firm EUROCOM AG. President XU gave a

warm welcome to Mr. Friedrich Kurz for his visit to the SIES and extended sincere gratitude to him for his
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contribution to promote the exchanges between SIES scholars and German experts. They also exchanged
opinions on current situations in the Europe, particularly the situation concerning the approaching German
general election. SIES’ s vice president CAO Ziheng and Deputy Secretary-General YANG Haifeng also

took part in this meeting.

= The SIES Held a Discussion Meeting on the China-Europe-U.S. Trilateral Relations

On May 22nd, the SIES held a discussion meeting on the China-Europe-U.S. trilateral relations against
the latest development of situations. On this meeting, scholars discussed and exchanged opinions on the
major issues of this trilateral relations, and also on the relevant issues such as the role of Russia and Central
Asia in this trilateral relations. The participants of this meeting included: CAO Ziheng, DAI Yichen, FENG
Shaolei, WU Yikang, XIN Hua, XU Mingqi, YANG Haifeng, YE Jiang, YE Yuming, and ZHANG Yao.

= S|ES President XU Mingqi met an expert from the Netherlands
On May 27th, SIES President XU Mingqi met Prof. J. M. Berk, an economics professor from the

Groningen University in the Netherlands. President XU took a discussion and exchanged opinions with
Prof. Berk on current situations of the world economy and global governance. SIES Vice President CAO

Ziheng and Deputy Secretary-General YANG Haifeng also attended this meeting.

= The SIES Held a Discussion on “the French Election and Its Influence on the Europe and the

World”

On May 31st, Mr. Emmanuel Dubois de Prisque from the Thomas More Institute of France visited the
SIES and made a presentation on the “French Election and Its Influence on the Europe and the World” .
After the presentation, Mr. Emmanuel Dubois de Prisque exchanged opinions and discussed with Shanghai
scholars of European studies, on issues relevant to the French election and the Chinese initiative of Belt and
Road. The participants of this discussion included: CAO Ziheng, SONG Qing, XIN Hua, XUE Sheng,
YANG Haifeng, YE Yuming, ZANG Shumei, and ZHANG Ji.

= European News (2017.05.01-—-05.31)
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