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Feature Topics

= The 8th Shanghai Youth Forum on European Studies Was Held

On the morning of Nov. 20th, the 8th Shanghai Youth Forum of European Studies and the awarding
ceremony of 2016 Shanghai excellent papers of youth in European studies was held at the Shanghai
Institute of International Issues. The meeting was presided by Dr. Yang Haifeng, vice secretary general of
SIES. Nearly 70 young scholars and 10 experts from local universities were present. In the meeting, Dr.
Cao Ziheng, secretary general of SIES, briefed about the examination of excellent youth papers in
European studies this year and announced the winners. Then the leaders including Wu Yikang, Dai Bingran,
Xu Mingqi, Chen Zhimin, Ye Jiang and Zhang Zuqian gave certificates and awards to the winners.

After the ceremony, there held a youth forum on “Interpretation on EU Global Strategy”. Dr. Yang gave
an introduction on the current status of the study first. Then, 4 scholars, including Xin Hua, Jian Junbo, Dai
Yichen and Long Jing, expressed views from angles. Winners Fan Yiyang and Li Jiadong had a discussion

at the meeting.

= \Workshop on Brexit and Future of EU Was Held

On the afternoon of Nov. 20th, 2016 annual meeting of SIES and a workshop on Brexit and future of EU
were held in the Shanghai Institute of International Studies. The meeting was presided by Yang Fengmin,
Zhang Yinghong, Dai Bingran. Chen Dongxiao, President of siis, and Xu Mingqi ,President of SIES,
delivered a welcome speech respectively. Nearly 70 members and young scholars were present.

First, the meeting heard 2016 annual report of SIES from Secretary General Cao Ziheng. Then, the

meeting conducted a deep discussion on “Brexit and Future of EU”.

= An Polish official Talked about “16+1” and China-Europe relations

On December 28th, Mr. Wojciech Kusak, the second secretary from the Politics Department of the Polish
Embassy in Beijing, visited the Shanghai Institute for European Studies (SIES) and exchanged ideas with
Shanghai scholars of European studies. The participants of this meeting include: Prof. Xu Mingqi, Prof. Wu
Yikang, Prof. Dai Bingran, Prof. Cui Hongwi, Prof. Song Lilei, Prof. Xin Hua, SIES Secretary-general Cao
Ziheng, Ms. Ye Yuming, and SIES Deputy Secretary-general Yang Haifeng.

Mr. Wojciech Kusak told Shanghai scholars that he is the first staff member of the Polish Embassy in
Beijing who is specially in charge of the affairs related to the “16+1” affairs. He emphasized that Poland is
an important partner of China.

Mr. Wojciech Kusak pointed out that the whole Central and Eastern Europe (CEE) can be divided into
three sub-regions: 1) The V4 Group. It consists of relatively advanced economies that enjoy some kind of
comparative advantages in technology and quality of labor force. 2) The Balkan countries in the Southeast
Europe. These countries were seriously damaged by past wars in 1990s, so they have a need of more
investment on infrastructure. 3) The Baltic countries. They hope to connect the European continental lines
of logistics with the northern navigation lines, so as to bring into full play their advantages that they enjoy
as navigational and transportation hubs. Some people in the West Europe who views the “16+1”
mechanism as an arrangement dividing the European Union, but they do not know that, within the
framework of “16+1”, some countries that seldom get in touch with each other in the past, such as Baltic
countries in the northeast and Balkan countries in southeast, begin to contact each other, which is really a
remarkable achievement for European connectivity.

However, the “16+1” mechanism is confronted with two serious challenges: 1) The issues related to the

geopolitical or territorial security. The Central and Eastern Europe is the eastern borderland of the European
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Union. Some of them are EU member states, but some are not. So they have different concerns and
considerations. For example, the Montenegro is concerned with the southward orientation of the EU, while
Poland cares more about Russia’s policy towards the East Europe. 2) On the governmental level, politicians
and officials have done a lot for the progress of “16+1”, but it may not be easy for businessmen to
participate into this mechanism. The Polish businessmen and entrepreneurs may have some
misunderstandings on China. Therefore, future efforts should be focused on the people-to-people and
business-to-business exchanges, which should play an active role and promote the bilateral political
cooperation more effectively.

Mr. Wojciech Kusak made profound discussions and exchanges with the Shanghai s holars on the
following issues: the challenges and risks confronting the “16+1” mechanism, the China-Poland relations,

and the U.S.-Europe relations after the inauguration of Donald Trump.

=The Report on National Governance Index of EU released

On the afternoon of December 29th, the press conference for the launching of 2016 Report on National
Governance Index of EU was held in the School of International Relations and Public Affairs of the Fudan
University. This conference was jointly sponsored by the School of International Relations and Public
Affairs of Fudan University, the Political Science Institute of the East China University of Politics and Law,
and the Shanghai Institute for European Studies.

The Report on National Governance Index of EU is the latest academic research achievement on the
current conditions of governance of EU member states, which is the outcome of a research project jointly
conducted by the School of International Relations and Public Affairs of Fudan University and the Political
Science Institute of the East China University of Politics and Law. This research project was funded by the
“Pinnacle Discipline Construction Plan” of the Shanghai Municipal Government. The scholars working for
this project took all the 28 member states of EU as the target of their observation, collected a vast quantity
of statistical data from the websites of the United Nations, the World Bank, and national governments of
EU member states, and established a quantified evaluation system that is strictly based on mathematical
concentration, statistical relevance, and comprehensive analysis, so as to indicate the quality and conditions
of governance in various EU member states, diagnose the differences of governance between these
countries, and look for viable solutions to build a balanced internal governance for EU.

After the launching of this report, the participants of this conference, who were colleagues of European
studies in Shanghai, also made some discussions and prospects on the current situations and future trends of
the Europe.

= European News (2016.12.1----12.31)
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